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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, NO 

SUBJECT: VISIT TO NORWAY OF OPEC REPRESENTATIVE 

1. SECRETARY GENERAL OF OPEC ABDERRAHMAN KHENE 
CONCLUDED A THREE-DAY VISIT TO OSLO ON NOVEMBER 12. 
HE WAS INVITED BY THE NORWEGIAN GOVERNMENT WHEN 
NORWAY WAS STILL CONTEMPLATING FULL MEMBERSHIP IN 
THE IEP SO THAT THE RATIONALE OF THIS MOVE COULD BE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 OSLO 05159 221606Z 

GIVEN TO HIM. THE NORWEGIAN GOVERNMENT DID NOT FEEL 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


IT COULD RETRACT ITS INVITATION WHEN IT DECIDED TO 
SEEK ASSOCIATE STATUS IN THE IEP. LITTLE OF SUBSTANCE 
WAS DISCUSSED DURING KHENE'S VISIT. HE MADE SEVERAL 
SPEECHES AND HAD DISCUSSIONS WITH OFFICIALS CONCERNED 
WITH NORWEGIAN OIL. 

2. NORWAY INITIATED CONTACT WITH OPEC LAST SPRING, 
ALTHOUGH IT HAS REPEATEDLY SAID THAT IT HAD NO 
INTENTION OF SEEKING MEMBERSHIP. AT THE CLOSE OF 

HIS VISIT TO NORWAY, KHENE SAID THAT WHILE NO ARRANGE- 
MENTS FOR FUTURE CONTACTS BETWEEN OPEC AND NORWAY 
HAD BEEN MADE, OPEC WAS PREPARED TO STRENGTHEN ITS 
RELATIONS WITH NORWAY, BUT IT WILL BE UP TO NORWAY TO 
CHOOSE THE APPROPRIATE FORUM FOR THESE CONTACTS. HE 
WAS SURE OPEC WOULD AGREE TO ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP OR 
OBSERVER STATUS, BUT SAID THAT THIS WAS NOT NECESSARY 
FOR FRUITFUL COOPERATION. (THIS ATTITUDE IS UNDER- 
STOOD TO BE CONSIDERABLY WARMER THAN THE RECEPTION 
NORWAY RECEIVED WHEN IT MADE INITIAL CONTACT WITH OPEC 
LAST SPRING.) KHENE ALSO EXPRESSED HIS GRATIFICATION 
WITH NORWAY'S GO SLOW OIL POLICY WHICH HE FOUND 
CONSISTENT WITH OPEC OBJECTIVES. 

3. UNDER SECRETARY ARNESEN IN THE FOREIGN MINISTRY, 

WHO HAS BEEN A LEADING ADVOCATE OF CLOSE NORWEGIAN 
CONTACT WITH OPEC, CONFIRMED THE ABOVE AND TOLD DCM 
THAT KHENE WAS GENERALLY RECEPTIVE TO GISCARD D'ESTAING'S 
SUGGESTION FOR A PRODUCER/CONSUMER CONFERENCE BUT 
SAID THAT THE CONFERENCE SHOULD INCLUDE OTHER 
COMMODITIES. 
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